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NO- ANNUAL SUNSHENXI AND SNOWFBLL. 
By A. J. HEXBY, Chief of Division. 

The following table gives the annual percentage of sunshine 
and the total annual snowfall, by calendar years, for each of 
the regular Weather Bureau and Canadian stations. The 
amount of snowfall is given in inches as it lay upon the 
ground ; the corresponding quantity of melted snow could 
not easily be deduced, as the rain and melted snow are not 
generally given separately. A close approximation to the 
melted snow will be obtained by taking one-tenth of the 
depth in inches, but the divisor should be smaller for the 
heavy snow of the warmer, rainy regions and larger for 
the light snow of the colder, dry regions. 

The percentage of sunshine relates especially to the day- 
time, and is obtained by taking the diflerence between 100 
and the percentages of cloudiness that are reported monthly 
from every station, and are based upon careful daily observa- 
tions and estimates. 

Charts VI1 and VI11 give 'a graphic presentation of the 
facts contained in this table: 
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THE MOON AND THE AURORA. 
By Prof. H. A. HAZEN (dated Aprlll4,1898). I 2.0 l l  Fort Custer ......... 11 

Montana. 
5.0 Fort Benton.. ....... 7 

A belief in some sort of an influence of the moon on the 
earth and its atmosphere has been current from the earliest 
times. In  the following paper I will discuss the evidence of 
such supposed influence on the aurora. 

The United States Signal Service and its successor, the 
Weather Bureau, have always instructed the regular observers 
to carefully scan the sky a t  nighttime for auroras. In  addi- 
tion voluntary observers have made careful reports of all 
auroras seen by them. I n  the passage of years the number 
of these observers has largely increased, and we can not make 
an absolute comparison between the Dumber of auroras in 
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